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Wollar Solar Farm Community Fund  
Community Reference Group 

 

Terms of Reference 
This document serves as the Terms of Reference for the Wollar Solar Farm Community 
Fund Community Reference Group.  

Purpose of the Community Reference Group (CRG) 

The CRG has been established to review applications received for the Wollar Solar Farm 
(WSF) Community Fund, and to provide recommendations to WSF’s owners with 
regards to which applications should be considered for approval and funding.  

The CRG provides a forum to share local perspectives and priorities for funding support 
through the Fund. The CRG also provides an opportunity for the community surrounding 
WSF to actively participate in the implementation of the Community Fund and to ensure 
it is operating effectively with the target community’s needs in mind.  

The CRG will consist of up to five (5) community members and up to two (2) WSF project 
representatives. Each member will have one casting vote in the application review 
process.  

WSF owner BJEI Australia is a signatory to the Clean Energy Council’s Best Practice 
Charter for Renewable Energy Projects. It is with this Charter and the CEC’s Guide to 
Benefit Sharing Options for Renewable Energy Projects (2019) in mind that WSF seeks to 
establish a CRG.  

Should a CRG not be formed, due to lack of suitable applicants or other reasons, the 
WSF Community Fund will continue to operate, with all funding applications assessed 
by a committee of WSF employees. 
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Community Fund and Project Background 

WSF is located approximately 7km from the village of Wollar and 55km north-east of 
Mudgee in central-western NSW. The 280MWac project comprises approximately 
660,000 solar panels that are designed to track the sun’s movement throughout the day. 
The Solar Farm has an operational design life of approximately 30 years.  

WSF commenced formal operations in 2026. The Community Fund launched in 2026 
and is intended to remain throughout the operational life of the solar farm.  

The Fund is open to applications twice per year, with an amount of $100,000 per year 
contributed (indexed to CPI annually). 

CRG Objectives 

The key objective for the CRG will be to assist with the evaluation of Community Fund 
applications against set criteria.  

The CRG will provide viewpoints representing residents, community interest groups and 
businesses to help inform the Community Fund allocation through each funding round. 
They will also assist to evaluate the function of the Community Fund in ensuring that 
community benefits are adequately shared with the target community. 

It is expected that members of the CRG will act in the best interests of the target 
community, demonstrate a strong level of diligence, and actively contribute positively to 
the committee.  

CRG Membership 

Expressions of interest will be sought from residents of the Mid-Western Regional LGA 
to establish the CRG. Preference will be given to applicants who live within the target 
community (i.e. within 50km of Wollar Solar Farm). 

To ensure diverse representation, applications will be sought from individual residents, 
community groups, special interest groups, local business representatives and WSF’s 
registered Aboriginal parties.   

Applications will be assessed and approved by WSF owner, BJEI Australia, with 
membership reviewed annually to ensure the CRG is operating effectively.  

While membership on the CRG is voluntary, reasonable travel costs or expenses may be 
reimbursed at the discretion of WSF.  

CRG members can choose to leave the CRG at any time by notifying BJEI Australia in 
writing.  

Landowners who have granted a lease or easement to the Wollar Solar Farm owner are 
not eligible to become a CRG representative. 
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CRG Member Duties 

Members will always work collaboratively and respectfully to review received 
applications, provide feedback and support WSF to ensure the Community Fund is 
operating effectively with community best interests in mind.  

CRG members will be required to: 

• Represent the entire target community and not be influenced by personal 
interests 

• Read all provided information accompanying applications prior to a meeting 
• Consider all viewpoints in the review of applications 
• Provide WSF with a local perspective, including feedback, to assist in the 

effective implementation of the Community Fund 
• Reside within the Mid-Western Regional Council Local Government Area 
• Have a solid understanding of local issues, concerns and needs 
• Attend regular meetings (at least twice per year), either in person or virtually 
• Commit to the Terms of Reference outlined in this document 

Previous experience in sitting on a CRG or similar committee is desirable, but not 
essential 

It is anticipated that at least one Community Fund round and a CRG review meeting will 
be held before the end of 2026. From 2027, two funding rounds will be held during the 
year, with respective CRG meetings to be held at least two times during the year (and 
each subsequent year) in order to review applications.  

Conflicts of Interest 

A conflict of interest arises when a CRG member has a personal, financial, or 
organisational interest that could influence, or be seen to influence, their role in 
community fund decisions. 

Should a CRG member feel they have an actual or perceived conflict of interest, they 
must notify WSF immediately. A decision may be made to request the CRG member to 
not participate in discussion or abstain from voting on an application where a conflict of 
interest may occur.  

Governance and Administration 

WSF will remain responsible for all administrative requirements of the CRG and 
Community Fund, such as planning meetings, distribution of agendas and minute 
taking. 
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Should any commercially sensitive or confidential information be received by CRG 
members, it will be clearly noted as such and must not be shared.  

Any issues that are raised during CRG meetings that fall outside of the parameters of 
these Terms of Reference will be considered by WSF and responded to separately.  

Terms of Reference Breaches 

Should a member be determined to be in breach of any aspect of these Terms of 
Reference, the member may be asked to leave the CRG. Their position may be replaced 
by another community member.  

Privacy and Data Collection 

Information about CRG members will be kept securely and stored in line with BJEI 
Australia’s privacy and data collection policies. Information will be used for the 
purposes of administering the CRG and Community Fund application review.  

Publicity 

The CRG’s activities in relation to the Community Fund will be publicised in WSF 
newsletters and website, as well as shared with media outlets from time to time as 
determined by WSF. On occasion, CRG member’s names may be included in publicly 
available documents or in the promotion of the Community Fund.  

Review of Terms of Reference and CRG Effectiveness 

These Terms of Reference will be reviewed periodically to ensure that they remain 
accurate and effective in governing the CRG’s activities.  

The CRG will be evaluated annually to ensure that it remains effective in achieving the 
objectives of the CRG and Community Fund. Should it be determined that any changes 
to the CRG’s structure, objectives or otherwise are required to ensure that the 
Community Fund can continue to be administered appropriately, this will be 
communicated with the CRG as soon as practicable. 
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