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1. DEFINITIONS/ABBREVIATIONS 

The following definitions and abbreviations are used throughout this document. 
Term / Abbreviation Definition 

ABN Australian Business Number. A business identifier required for 
organisations that need to provide a tax invoice. 

Best Practice Charter 
for Renewable Energy 
Developments 

The Clean Energy Council charter referenced in the project 
overview, describing voluntary commitments to develop and 
operate renewable energy projects in a socially responsible way. 

BJEI Australia Beijing Energy International (Australia) Holding Pty Ltd. The 
owner of Wollar Solar Farm.  

Board Refers to the Board of BJEI Australia 

CF 
Community Fund. The funding program established by Wollar 
Solar Farm to provide annual financial support to eligible local 
community projects and initiatives. 

CPI 
Consumer Price Index. The measure used to index the annual 
fund amount over time, based on the Sydney (All Groups) index 
or equivalent published by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 

CRG 
Community Reference Group. The group of local community 
members and Wollar Solar Farm representatives that reviews 
applications and provides recommendations for funding. 

Development Consent 
Approval from the Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure (DPHI) required for the development of Wollar Solar 
Farm 

Eligible area 
The geographic area within which projects must demonstrate 
direct community benefit to be eligible for funding, being generally 
within a 50km radius of Wollar Solar Farm. 

Funding Round 
A scheduled application period during which applications are 
submitted, assessed and announced. This document provides for 
two funding rounds each year. 

GST Goods and Services Tax. 

Implementation Date The date on which the Community Fund takes effect, based on 
the date Wollar Solar Farm reached formal operations stage. 

Incorporated not-for-
profit organisation 

An incorporated or registered not-for-profit entity eligible to apply 
for funding under this policy, subject to meeting the document’s 
other requirements. 

LGA 
Local Government Area. In this document, it refers to the Mid-
Western Regional LGA referenced in relation to CRG 
representative eligibility. 

MWac Megawatts alternating current. A unit used to describe the solar 
farm’s generation capacity. 

NSW New South Wales. 
Operational phase / 
formal operations 

The period after Wollar Solar Farm has commenced formal 
operations, during which the annual Community Fund is active. 

Public Liability 
Insurance 

Insurance covering claims arising from injury or damage 
connected with an initiative or event. Applicants may be required 
to provide proof of this insurance. 

Sponsorship program 
The program operated during construction of Wollar Solar Farm to 
support organisations and initiatives benefiting local communities 
before the Community Fund was established. 

Target community  
The local community prioritised under this policy, particularly 
communities within 50km of Wollar Solar Farm and, for the first 
five years, projects benefiting the community within 10km of the 
Solar Farm. 

WSF Wollar Solar Farm. 
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2. WOLLAR SOLAR FARM PROJECT OVERVIEW 

Wollar Solar Farm (WSF) is located approximately 7km from the village of Wollar and 55km 
north-east of Mudgee in central-western NSW. The 280MWac project comprises 
approximately 660,000 solar panels that are designed to track the sun’s movement 
throughout the day. The Solar Farm has an operational design life of approximately 30 
years.  
 
WSF commenced formal operations in 2026. 
 
The Project is owned by BJEI Australia, who is proud to be a signatory to the Clean Energy 
Council’s Best Practice Charter for Renewable Energy Developments. The Charter is a 
voluntary set of commitments to reflect a promise to develop and operate renewable energy 
projects in a socially responsible way. It is with this Charter in mind that the Community Fund 
(CF) has been developed.  
 

3. PURPOSE  

WSF is committed to working with the local community to achieve their future aspirations. 
We aim to do this by building partnerships and working collaboratively to achieve common 
goals that make the communities in which we operate a better place to work, live and grow.  
 
During the construction of WSF, a Sponsorship Program was implemented to support 
organisations and initiatives that benefited local communities. Funding through this program 
was offered over four funding rounds with more than $40,000 in grants provided to a diverse 
range of local initiatives, events and activities.   
 
To ensure our support of the local community continues, we have established a broader 
Community Fund (CF) that delivers annual funding for the duration of the Project's 
operational phase. This document aims to outline the eligibility and assessment criteria for 
funding through the CF and has been developed based on feedback from members of the 
local community.  
 

4. SCOPE 

This policy applies to the WSF Community Fund, including the associated CRG, as well as 
WSF and BJEI employees involved in the development, review, approval and 
implementation of the CF. 
 

5. RESPONSIBILITIES 

5.1 Board 

The Board is responsible for approving the implementation of this Policy. 
 

5.2 CRG 

The CRG is responsible for review of all applications received for the CF, and for providing 
recommendations for projects to approve to WSF and its owner/s. 
  

https://bjeiaustralia.com/
https://cleanenergycouncil.org.au/advocacy/best-practice-charter
https://cleanenergycouncil.org.au/advocacy/best-practice-charter
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5.3 Document Owner 

The Document Owner is responsible for developing, reviewing, maintaining and coordinating 
an annual review of this Policy in consultation with required parties. The Document Owner is 
also responsible for managing the CRG, notification to approved applicants, arranging for 
funding payment processing through applicable internal channels, acquittal of approved 
funding, and advertising of the CF through applicable owned and paid channels.  
 

5.4 Wollar Solar Farm (WSF) 

WSF and its employees are responsible for reviewing applications received in conjunction 
with the CRG, approving funding to eligible projects and acting as the Project 
representatives in meetings with the CRG. 
  

5.5 BJEI Australia  

Responsible for approval and payment of funding to applicants. 
 

 

6. WHAT IS THE COMMUNITY FUND? 

The WSF CF provides financial support to projects and initiatives that help to enhance and 
enrich the local community. This can include (but is not limited to) purchase of equipment, 
construction of community facilities, renovation/rehabilitation of community facilities or 
spaces, community support programs or other special funding projects.  
 
The CF will provide up to $100,000 in funding annually, indexed to CPI from the 
implementation date* of the fund.  

 

7. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

Local not-for-profit groups and charitable associations within the eligible area are 
encouraged to apply for the CF. 
 
Projects must be able to demonstrate a direct benefit to the community and be located within 
a radius of 50km of WSF. For the first five years of the CF, priority will be given to projects 
benefiting the community within 10km of the Solar Farm.  
 
A map showing the 10 km and 50km radius is pictured below and includes the areas of 
Wollar (within 10km), Mudgee, Gulgong, Rylstone and Kandos (within 50km). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* The implementation date of the CF is 10/08/2026. CPI data will be based on Sydney (All Groups) index number or equivalent 
as published by the Australian Bureau of Statistics for June. Base CPI data for Sydney (All Groups) for June 2026 was 102.28 
(ref: abs.gov.au/economy/price-indexes-and-inflation/consumer-price-index-australia).   
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Map demonstrating 10km and 50km eligibility radius from Wollar Solar Farm site 
 

8. WHAT PROJECTS CAN BE FUNDED? 

• Initiatives, projects, education programs, facilities or services that directly benefit the 
community and are within the eligibility radius can apply. The project/initiative must 
be able to show demonstratable outcomes in one (or more) of the key areas below: 

o Education, 
o Youth and Aged Services, 
o Community participation and cohesion, 
o Environment and biodiversity, 
o First Nations; and/or 
o Tourism. 

• Both single event/project or multi-year project funding can be considered  
o Multi-year project funding applications must be accompanied by a detailed 

breakdown of annual funding requirements, with payments made on a yearly 
basis for the life of the approved project/initiative 

• Projects must be implemented by an incorporated or registered not for profit 
organisation. 
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9. WHAT PROJECTS CAN’T BE FUNDED? 

Individuals, retrospective funding (i.e. funding for initiatives or events already commenced or 
completed), ongoing day-to-day operational costs, or activities harmful to the community or 
environment are not eligible to receive funding. 
 
Projects that promote or facilitate alcohol or gambling activities are also not eligible for 
funding. 
 

10. WHO WILL ADMINISTER THE COMMUNITY FUND? 

Applications will be reviewed by a Community Reference Group (CRG) comprised of local 
community members as well as representatives from WSF.  
 
The Committee will provide the management of BJEI Australia their recommendations for 
consideration and final approval. The decision to award funding to applicants by BJEI 
Australia management will be final. 
 
If a CRG is unable to be formed, applications will be reviewed and determined by BJEI 
Australia management in consultation with Wollar Solar Farm employees.  
 
CRG Representatives must attend application review meetings each funding round (typically 
1-2 meetings), which will be held online or in person. 
 

10.1 Who can be a CRG representative? 

Persons who live within the Mid-Western Regional LGA who can demonstrate appropriate 
skills and/or experience relating to similar CRG’s or committees are eligible to apply. 
Preference will be given to applicants who live within the target community (i.e. within 50km 
of Wollar Solar Farm). 
 
Landowners who have granted a lease or easement to the Wollar Solar Farm owner are not 
eligible to become a CRG representative. 
 
Membership on the CRG is voluntary. Expenses can be submitted to and reimbursed at the 
discretion of WSF.  
 
Further information can be found in the CRG Terms of Reference. 
 

10.2 How do I become a CRG representative? 

Community members are invited to express their interest in joining the CRG by emailing 
info@wollarsolar.com.au. Information about the membership of the CRG will be shared 
through local newspapers, the WSF website and newsletters. 
 
Final membership on the CRG will be reviewed and approved by WSF/BJEI Australia.  
 

11. APPLICATION PROCESS 

11.1 How do I apply for the Community Fund? 

https://wollarsolar.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/CRG-Terms-of-Reference-2026_FINAL.pdf
mailto:info@wollarsolar.com.au
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Application forms will be made available on the WSF website (wollarsolarfarm.com.au). The 
website will also feature a guide to assist applicants to complete the form correctly and will 
outline any additional documentation required. Applications can be submitted during the 
funding round through the WSF website, by emailing the application form to 
info@wollarsolar.com.au, or by posting to: 
 
Wollar Solar Development 
Level 21, 1 York Street 
Sydney, NSW, 2000 
 

11.2 How often will the Community Fund process applications? 

Applications will be split across two funding rounds during the year, as outlined in the below 
table: 
 

Funding Round Applications Close Successful 
Applicants 
Announced 

Funding Available 

Round 1 30th April By 15th June Up to $50,000 
Round 2 30th October By 15th December Up to $50,000 

Table 1: Funding round dates  
 
Decisions on whether to support applications that exceed a Round’s available funding will be 
at the discretion of WSF and predicated on whether any unused funds from a previous round 
have been rolled over. Regardless, funding issued and approved each year shall not exceed 
the total value of the fund for that particular year. Where a fund has not had unused funds 
rolled over, the limit will be $100,000 (indexed to CPI). Where funds have been rolled over 
from a previous funding period the funding limit for that year shall not exceed $100,000 
(indexed to CPI) plus the amount carried forward. The amount of funding available in each 
round will be announced publicly when applications open. 
 

11.3 Application Assessment 

All applications will be assessed using the following key principles: 
 
Transparency & Fairness: Transparent criteria and fair assessment for all applicants 
 
Community Benefit: Demonstrated measurable impact within 50 km of WSF 
 
Alignment with Key Areas: Support for education, youth and aged services, community 
cohesion, environment and biodiversity, First Nations engagement, and/or tourism initiatives. 
 

11.3.1 Assessment Criteria and Weighting 

All eligible applications will be reviewed based on the below: 
 
Criterion Description Weight 
Community Impact Direct benefit to local 

community; enhances quality of 
life and cohesion. 

30% 

Alignment with Key Areas Contribution to education, youth 
and aged services, community 

25% 

mailto:info@wollarsolar.com.au
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participation/cohesion, 
environment/biodiversity, First 
Nations, tourism. 

Sustainability & Legacy Long-term community benefits 
beyond funding period; 
environmental stewardship. 

20% 

Project Viability Clear objectives, timeline, 
governance, financial plan, risk 
management. 

15% 

Promotion & Partnerships Co-funding, collaboration with 
local government or other 
organisations. Ability for Wollar 
Solar Farm to be recognised 
positively through partnership 
with the initiative 

10% 

Table 2: CF Assessment Criteria 
 
Programs or initiatives with benefits beyond the community within the eligibility radius will be 
considered based on their benefit to those within the eligibility radius.  
 
WSF/BJEI Australia reserves the right to request additional information to support an 
application, including but not limited to written quotations, proof of public liability insurance or 
relevant development approvals.  
Funding will not be allocated to projects which: 

• Harm solar farm operations, or misrepresent Wollar Solar Farm 
• Solely benefit an individual 
• Are for events or programs in retrospect or midway through  
• Are from organisations unable to provide a Tax Invoice under an ABN  
• Conflict with state or federal legislation   
• Exclude or offend minority community groups  
• Could present a hazard to the community or environment  
• Promote gambling, smoking, alcohol or consumption of other addictive substances  
• Are held outside of the eligibility area boundaries 
• Support or oppose political or religious organisations (not including charities run by 

religious groups)   
• Support or are held by trade unions   

Further information to be provided with each application can be found in the draft application 
form in Appendix A.  
 

11.4 How will I know if my application has been successful? 

All successful applicants will be notified via email in line with the dates in Table 1.  
 
If an applicant requires postal correspondence, we will contact them by phone and send 
written confirmation by post. 
 
Unsuccessful applicants will be notified within the same timeframe and provided with 
feedback from the CRG/BJEI Australia. All funding decisions are final and not subject to 
appeal. 
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Information about the successful initiatives will be published to the Wollar Solar Farm 
website and in our community newsletters.  
 

12. REQUIREMENTS FOR SUPPORT 

Successful applicants are required to:  
• Use the funding for the specified activities outlined in their application. Wollar Solar 

Farm may request evidence of this, including but not limited to receipts, invoices, 
progress photos, attendance records, purchase orders, event programs, testimonials 
or feedback from participants, competition certificates, financial acquittals or budget 
statements  

• Acknowledge Wollar Solar Farm’s contribution through appropriate recognition such 
as logo placement on materials, mentions in media releases, signage at events or 
facilities, and credits in publications or online content 

• Provide initiative/event wrap-up details, including confirmation of how approved 
funding has been utilised in line with the approved project/initiative  

To help us understand the impact of your initiative/event, successful applicants will be 
required to complete a short feedback form and include any relevant photographs or media 
clippings. Please return these within one month of the event/initiative’s completion. 
 
Any photographs provided may be used in Wollar Solar communications, such as website or 
newsletters in the promotion of the CF. Successful applicants must ensure written or verbal 
consent is obtained from all individuals, including minors (via parent/guardian), before 
photographing them at events or sharing their images with Wollar Solar to be used in any 
promotional materials. 
 

12.1 What if the project I applied for changes once funding has been 
approved? 

Should the scope of the project that has been approved for funding change, applicants must 
request approval in writing to the CRG/BJEI Australia. Any such request will be reviewed 
and a determination made if changes to the scope of the project can be approved.  
 

12.2 What if I do not utilise all the funds provided for my approved initiative? 

Should the actual cost of implementing or running your approved project or initiative be less 
than the approved funding amount, the applicant may choose to: 

• Submit a written request to the CRG/BJEI Australia to change the scope of the 
approved project or initiative, and, if approved, apply the unused funds for the 
amended scope 

• Return the unused funds via electronic funds transfer to Wollar Solar, once the final 
amount payable has been confirmed by the CRG/BJEI Australia. Any funds returned 
will be placed back into the CF for future applications 

13. LIABILITY 

Successful applicants are wholly responsible for the insurance and professional indemnities 
required for their initiative/event.  
 



POL-CAI-001 I Wollar Solar Farm Community Fund Policy 

Page 12 of 17 
This document is UNCONTROLLED when printed. 

 

Wollar Solar Farm is not liable for any accidents or negligence resulting in a claim or 
demand arising from initiatives/events we have sponsored/provided CF grants for.  
 
Volunteers involved in any sponsored activity must be covered by the organiser’s insurance.  
Organisers may be asked to provide details of insurance cover as part of their sponsorship 
application.  
 
Wollar Solar Farm reserves the right, as a condition of sponsorship, to request further 
evidence of insurance or use of funds. 
 

14. PRIVACY AND DATA COLLECTION 

Information provided in an application will be kept securely and stored in line with BJEI 
Australia’s privacy and data collection policies. Please be aware that information provided 
will be shared with the CRG and BJEI Australia staff for the purpose of reviewing and 
assessing applications. Information relating to initiatives supported, the recipient and funding 
provided, as well as images shared by the applicant, may be used in Wollar Solar 
communications such as website, media releases or newsletters.  
 

15. REVIEW AND EVALUATION 

These guidelines will be reviewed annually in consultation with the CRG to ensure the CF is 
operating effectively and with the best interests of the community in mind. Should any 
changes be necessary to the way in which the CF operates, assesses or awards funding, 
they will be clearly outlined in this document and made available on the Wollar Solar 
website.  
 
Any changes to the program are at the discretion of Wollar Solar and BJEI Australia. 
 

16. QUESTIONS AND FEEDBACK 

Should you have any questions about the Community Fund, or if you would like to provide 
feedback about the program, please contact Wollar Solar on 1800 700 743 or email 
info@wollarsolar.com.au  
 
 

mailto:info@wollarsolar.com.au
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17. APPENDIX 

17.1 Appendix A – Draft Application Form 

Wollar Solar Farm Community Fund Application Form 
 
The Wollar Solar Farm Community Fund provides financial support for local projects and 
initiatives that will deliver benefit to the community within 50km of the solar farm. 
For the first five (5) years of the Community Fund (i.e. until 2031), initiatives that directly 
benefit the community within 10km of the solar farm will be given preferential consideration.  
 
For more information about the Fund, eligibility criteria and how applications are assessed, 
please visit our website at wollarsolar.com.au.  
 
Please complete all sections and send along with required additional documents to 
info@wollarsolar.com.au or post to Wollar Solar Development, Level 21, 1 York Street, 
Sydney, NSW 2000. 
 
Section 1: Applicant Details 
Date of Application: 

Organisation/Group Name: 

 

Contact Person: 

Job Title / Role: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Organisation Postal Address 

 

 

Organisation Website (if applicable): 

ABN / Registration Number 

Is your Organisation registered for GST? ☐ Yes    ☐ No 
DGR (Deductible Gift Recipient)? ☐ Yes    ☐ No 
TCC (Tax Concession Charity)? ☐ Yes    ☐ No     
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@wollarsolar.com.au
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Section 2: Project Overview 
Project/Initiative/Event Name:  

 

Initiative/Event Description – outline what your initiative/event involves and its objectives 
(i.e. what you aim to achieve and how the funding will be used) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project/Initiative/Event Start Date: 

Project/Initiative/Event End Date: 

Total Funding Requested ($):  
GST (if registered):  
Funding secured from other sources: 
 
Please detail any additional funding contributed from other sources to this project, 
including in-kind arrangements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funding request details 
Please provide a breakdown of how funds will be spent (attach in a separate document 
if needed). Please attach two recent quotes to support your request. 
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Length of project: ☐ Single Year initiative    ☐ Multi-Year Initiative     
If multi-year, please provide annual milestones and funding breakdown in a separate 
document. 
 
Applications for Capital works projects must be accompanied by an approved Development 
Consent from Council or written confirmation from Council that consent is not required 
Attached ☐ Yes    ☐ Not Required    
 
 
Section 3: Alignment with Fund Objectives 
Please select all key areas that apply to your project: 
☐ Education    ☐ Youth or Aged Services    ☐ First Nations Engagement     
☐ Community Participation & Cohesion   ☐ Environment & Biodiversity    ☐ Tourism     

Explain how your project aligns with the selected area(s) Please include any specific 
programs, activities, or outcomes relevant to the chosen priority areas. 
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Section 4: Community Impact 
Who will benefit from this project? Please include estimated numbers and geographic 
reach within 50 km radius of Wollar Solar Farm (i.e. the eligibility area) 

 

 

 

 

What specific community needs or issue does this project address? 

 

 

 

 

 

How will this project strengthen community participation, wellbeing, or cohesion? 

 

 

 

 

 

How will the benefits of this project continue after funding is spent? 
E.g. skill and knowledge building, infrastructure or long-term services, enduring 
environmental outcomes, benefits to community through tourism initiatives etc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What measurable outcomes will demonstrate success? 
E.g. number of participants, events delivered, facilities improved, environmental 
outcomes etc 
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Section 5: Project Delivery & Governance 
Who will manage the project? 

 

Please outline a project timeline with key milestones: 

 

 

 

 

 

If your initiative is approved for funding, how will Wollar Solar Farm be recognised for 
its contribution to your project? 
E.g. signage at event, logo placement on materials, media mentions, social media 
mentions, Wollar Solar Farm staff involvement with event 

 

 

 

 
 
Does your Organisation hold Public Liability Insurance? ☐ Yes    ☐ No    ☐ Not Applicable     
If yes, please attach proof of Insurance held 
 
 
Please attach any additional information or documentation you feel the Community 
Reference Group should consider when reviewing your application, including letters of 
support, approvals from regulatory authorities etc. 
 
By signing the below, you acknowledge that all the information contained within your 
application and any supporting documentation is correct and true. I acknowledge that, if 
funding is provided, a wrap up form will need to be submitted within a month of the project’s 
completion, along with any relevant photographs and media clippings  

Name: 

Position: 

 

Signature 

 
 
 
 

Date: 
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